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A Hermann Hesse Literary Park in Montagnola, Switzerland

The cantonal chapter of the Swiss Heritage Society (SHS) launched the idea of proposing a Hermann Hesse Literary Park as a candidate for a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site due to the unique testimony and the outstanding universal value of the literary work of Hermann Hesse and the strong connection it has with the sites of his life (as required by UNESCO’s criteria for the assessment of outstanding universal value). 
Hermann Hesse received the Nobel Prize in literature after the second World War (1946), not only for his literary work but also for his efforts regarding cultural dialogue between nations, his commitment towards peace and his rejection of nationalism. 
The Red House, or „Casa Rossa“ in Italian, with its park and garden in Montagnola, was his place of residence and the setting for  some of his most important works,  as well as a symbol of  he and his wife‘s dedication to supporting Jews and intellectuals persecuted  by National Socialism. “Casa Rossa” was at this time a platform of encounters between world renowned personalities. 

Montagnola is therefore a special place, witness to these universal values – of dialogue, peace, hospitality and culture – which are also valuable assets of the Swiss Confederation as well.

Hesse and “Casa Rossa”

Hermann Hesse lived at the “Casa Rossa” surrounded by its park and garden from 1931 until 1962: during this period he created some of his most important works, namely „The Glass Bead Game”  (Das Glasperlenspiel) (1932) which, upon the suggestion of Thomas Mann, earned him the Nobel Prize in Literature.

His works belong to the classics of worldly literature, being based on several universal values, unaffected by historical epochs and cultures, the essence of which is composed of a tireless defence of mankind and a deep love for nature and life. 

The connection between work and place
The connection between his literary work and the interrelation of place / landscape – in particular the park and garden of the “Casa Rossa” – are significant elements. The gardening that Hesse mentioned in his work “In the Garden” (Im Garten) served him as “a diverse use of the body - for  its relaxation but also for meditation,  weaving the strings of imagination and spiritual concentration”, as described for example in „Hours in the Garden“ (Stunden im Garten).
The park and vegetable garden of the “Casa Rossa” are the place of origin of significant works: according to the testimony of his son Bruno the idea for his work „The Glass Bead Game”  (Das Glasperlenspiel) came “while gardening, in close contact with the earth”.

The threat: the project

The project for the construction of seven single-family houses and two apartment buildings to be built right inside the park and garden of the “Casa Rossa” is a real threat to the place where Hesse lived and was inspired to create works of universal value.

The political proposal

To support the idea of creating a Hermann Hesse Literary Park a group of members of the Cantonal Parliament, from different political parties, submitted a motion for the purchase of "Casa Rossa" together with the entire park and garden by the Swiss Confederation, the Canton of Ticino and the Municipality of Montagnola with the aim of creating the Hermann Hesse Literary Park and presenting it as a candidate for the list of UNESCO‘s World Cultural Heritage Sites, in connection with the existing Museum Hermann Hesse in Montagnola (preferably also with the existing Museums in Germany), thus building a cultural circle. 
The formation of an International Committee for the Hermann Hesse Literary Park

To further support the initiative to create a Hermann Hesse Literary Park, an International Committee will be established to unite those persons willing to support the project.  

Another task of the Committee will be to raise funds, which will be utilized to purchase the area together with the Swiss Confederation and the Canton of Ticino. 
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